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and the joyous gaiety of sunbeams, and the weeping
of clouds, and the fickleness of the winds, and the
timidity of the hare, and the vanity of the peacock,
and the softness of the parrot's bosom, and the
hardness of adamant, and the sweetness of honey,
and the cruelty of the tiger, and the warm glow
of fire, and the coldness of snow, and the chattering
of jays, and the cooing of the kbkila^^ and the
hypocrisy of the crane, and the fidelity of the
chakrawaka; and compounding all these together,
he made woman, and gave her to man. But after
one week, man came to him, and said : Lord, this
creature that you have given me makes my life^
miserable. *She chatters incessantly, and teases me
beyond endurance, never leaving me alone: and she
requires incessant attention, and takes all my time
up, and cries about nothing, and is always idle; and
so I have come to give her back again, as I cannot
live with her. So Twashtri said: Very well: and
he took her back. Then after another week, man
came again to him, and said: Lord, I find that
my life is very lonely since I gave you back that

y The Indian cuckoo. The crane is a by-word for inward
villainy and sanctimonious exterior. The chaknvwdka^ or
Brahmany drake, is fabled to pass the night sorrowing for
the absence of his mate and she for him.